JOHN   LYLY
like Endimion, to still loftier hyperbole. They meet an old
man named Fidus near Canterbury. Fidus enters upon a
dissertation on the manners and customs of bees. If any
of the subject bees disobeys his " King's " commandments,
" hee kylleth himselfe with his owne sting, as executioner of
his own stubbornesse." " The King himselfe not idle,
goeth up and doune, entreating, threatning, commanding,
using the counsell of a sequel, but not loosing the dignitie
of a Prince, preferring those that labour to greater authoritie,
and punishing those that loyter, with due severitie." Ob-
serve how nicely the antithesis of the last two lines is sup-
ported by a corresponding alliteration. Extracts like the
following are showered over the whole of the two parts of
Euphues:
" Gentlemen, you make me blush as much for anger
as shame that seeking to praise me and proffer your-
selfe, you both bring my good name into question, and
your ill-meaning into disdain: so that thinking to
present me with your hand, you have thrust into my
hands the Serpent Amphisbaena which having at each
ende a sting, hurteth both ways."
Such was the mosaic of Lyly's style. Granted his verbal
weights and scales and his dilution of the Petrarchan
love-convention to suit English tastes, his bestiaries and
mythological dictionary were at his elbow for inexhaust-
ible padding.
Up to recent years, the claim for Lyly as the creator of
the novel-form which broke with the epic, the metrical
romance and tales of chivalry to found the psychological
novel of manners remained undisputed. The publication
of Violet Jeffery's John Lyly and the Italian Renaissance six years
ago deprived him of the title and superseded Warwick Bond's
contention of his originality in the 1902 edition of the
Works of John Lyly. Before her exhaustive researches, it was
generally accepted that the sources of Euphues were Pettie's
Petite Pallace of Pettie His Pleasure (1577), Guevara's Diall
for Princes (1529) and Marcus Aurelius His Golden Book,
translated by Berners in 1532 and Sir Thomas North in 1557.
Pettie and Berners are markedly Euphuistic in style (alto
estilo)y and Guevara's Platordsm inspired the spirit. Violet
Jeffery, however, supplied overwhelming testimony of
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